The change in the causes of mortality in England and Wales during the last 150 years.
Between about 1750 and 1975 England and Wales experienced the demographic transition from high, but approximately equal levels of mortality and fertility to low levels. The death rate from causes other than infectious diseases which was 12 per 1000 in 1850 has not declined markedly, whereas for infectious diseases, it has fallen from about 11 per 1000 to less than 1 per 1000. The changes im mortality from important infectious diseases is described. It is suggested that the agricultural revolution and the development of transport, initiated by the construction of canals, led to the greater availability of food and coal, and enabled the industrial revolution to improve the standard of living of the people. Scientific discoveries and medical break-throughs did not in general, contribute importantly to the early major decline in infectious disease mortality and the decline in fertility occurred before efficient contraception became available.